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ABSTRACT

A microphone is provided with sensors to detect pitch
and roll of the microphone and pressure applied to the
microphone. The sensor signals are mapped by control
circuitry to control desired effects such as reverbera
tion, vibrato and tremolo to be applied to the audio
signal from the microphone or to control effects or
other parameters such as volume and tempo in an ac
companiment musical instrument. Both the effect to be
imparted and the degree of the effect can be controlled
based upon signals from the sensors.
27 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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convenience, the present invention greatly increases the
expression capability of the performer.

SOUND PARAMETER CONTROLLER FOR USE
WITH AMCROPHONE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention

5

The present invention relates to microphones and
more particularly to microphones having the capability
to impart special effects to the audio signal which is 10
outputted from a microphone.
2. Description of the Prior Art
In general, microphones perform the function of
transducing a performer's voice or other sound into an
electrical audio signal for amplification and sounding
through a speaker system or for recording on a tape 15
recorder or the like.

It is often desirable to impart various special effects to
an audio signal which has been picked up by a micro
phone, particularly in a live performance situation. For
example, a performer may wish to add a special effect 20
such as reverberation or tremolo so as to add interest to
the performance. Typically, this is accomplished by
providing the audio signal from the microphone to an
effects device and operating various switches and con
trols on the special effects device to impart the desired 25
effects to the audio signal. It is also known to provide
switches on the body of a microphone to enable the
performer to select the effect to be imparted. Providing
switching capability on the body of the microphone

eliminates the need for the performer to go to an effects 30
unit each time it is desired to change effects.
Although microphones with switches to control the
imparting of effects eliminate the need to manipulate
controls on a separate effects unit, they do not provide
any improvement in the actual manner in which effects 35
are imparted, i.e., they simply control the switching of
effects.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a microphone in
which actual movements of the performer holding the
microphone are detected and employed to control the
degree of various effects which are, to be imparted to
the audio signal from the microphone, or to control an
accompanying musical instrument. A microphone is 45
provided with one or more sensors to detect motion of
the microphone and to provide control signals represen
tative of the degree of motion. Motion parameters such
as the degree of tilt of the body of the microphone
relative to a reference axis and the degree of roll of the
body of the microphone relative to a reference axis-can
be employed. The detected values can be applied to an
effects unit to control the amount of particular effects to
be imparted to the audio signal from the microphone.
Examples of effects to be imparted to the audio signal or 55
an accompaniment instrument include vibrato, rever
beration, tremolo, chorus and volume. With respect to
an accompaniment instrument, tempo may also be con
trolled. The system may be controlled so as to map a
particular type of motion of the microphone so as to
control a desired effect or parameter of a particular
effect.
By providing a microphone with motion sensors,
natural movements of a performer may be employed to
control and vary effects to be imparted to the audio 65
signal, thereby greatly increasing the performer's ex
pressive capabilities. In contrast to a simple switching
arrangement which provides an increase in operational

40

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
The invention will be described with reference to the

accompanying drawings wherein:
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a microphone system

according to the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating the sensing of
roll motion of the microphone for controlling effects;
FIG. 3 is a plan view illustrating the sensing of pitch
motion for controlling effects; and
FIG. 4 is a block diagram of the microphone system
of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The following description is of the best presently
contemplated mode of carrying out the invention. This
description is made for the purpose of illustrating gen
eral principles of the invention and is not to be taken in
a limiting sense. The scope of the invention is best deter
mined by reference to the appended claims.
The preferred configuration of the present invention
is illustrated in FIG.1. The system includes a collar unit
10 which is essentially formed of a cylindrical body
having an interior space for receiving a microphone 12.
Audio signals from the microphone and various data
signals from the collar are provided to an electronics
unit 14 via cables 16 and 18, respectively.
Various sensors are mounted on the collar 10 to pro

vide signals representative of motion and gripping pres

sure. Specifically, a pitch inclinometer 20 is mounted on.

a side of the collar 10 to detect changes in pitch of the
collar as will be discussed subsequently, a roll inclinom

eter 22 is positioned on a front portion of the collar 10
for detecting roll motion as will be discussed subse

quently, and a grip pressure pad 24 is also positioned on
the front of the collar to detect gripping pressure. A
switch 26 is provided on a rear portion of the collar 10
and is activated to freeze current values from the sen

sors 20, 22 and 24 so as to maintain imparted effects
constant. Signals from the sensors 20, 22 and 24 and the
switch26 are provided to the electronics unit 14 via the
data cable 18. The provision of the collar separate from
the microphone facilitates use with various different
microphones; however, a microphone could be pro
vided with the necessary sensors integral with its body.
The electronics unit 14 includes various operating
members 28 which are used to control the programming
or mapping of various motions to different effects, and
a display 30 which is used in conjunction with the mem
bers 28. The electronics unit 14 may provide a mono or
stereo output 32 which corresponds to the audio signal
from the microphone with various effects imparted to
it. The basic unmodified audio signal from the micro
phone may also be provided via an output line 34, In,
Out and Thru connections in accordance with the well

known MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface)

standard are also provided at lines 36, 38 and 40, respec
tively.

An example of the functioning of the microphone
system of the present invention will be illustrated with
reference to FIGS. 2 and 3. When a performer uses the
microphone 12, he or she will grasp the collar 10 about
a grasping axis 50, i.e., the major axis of the microphone
12. The user will grasp the collar such that the sensor 22
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faces away from the user. By twisting his or her wrist,
the performer can cause the collar and microphone to
roll about the axis 50 in either a positive direction as
indicated by arrow 42 or a negative direction indicated
by arrow 44. The sensor 22 provides a signal output
indicative of the direction and amount of roll from a
predetermined reference position. The electronics unit
14 may be appropriately programmed to impart one or
more effects to the audio signal generated from the
microphone in an amount determined by the degree of 10
roll. For example, the unit could be programmed such
that roll in the positive direction from the middle neu
tral position increases a parameter relating to vibrato
such as oscillation speed, whereas roll in the negative
direction from the middle neutral position could cause 15
an increase in a chorus effect. Alternatively, a single
parameter or effect may be controlled over the entire
range of motion. The pressure sensor 24 may be used to
control a related parameter which is controlled by roll,
e.g., increasing pressure could cause an increase in vi 20
brato depth, or can be used to control an independent
effect or parameter.
Control of effects in accordance with pitch variation
is illustrated in FIG. 3. The sensor 20 is configured to
provide an output signal representative of the degree of 25
tilt of the grasping axis 50 of the collar 10 and micro
phone 12 with respect to a vertical axis 48. Imparting a
positive pitch to the microphone as illustrated by an

arrow 52 may, for example, be employed to increase a 30
reverberation effect to be imparted to the audio signal
from the microphone, whereas decreasing the pitch

toward vertical will cause the reverberation effect to be

reduced. The angle 54 between the grasping axis 50 and
the vertical axis 48 will determine the degree of effect to
35
be imparted.
From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that natu
ral movements of the performer in association with
holding the microphone may be used to control the
amount of various effects to be imparted to the signal
from the microphone, thereby providing the performer
with greatly increased expression capability. Various
motions can be mapped to different effects to provide an
almost unlimited control of various effects in response
to different motions.
Referring to FIG. 4, the electronics section 14 in 45
cludes an analog-to-digital converter 56 which receives
analog signals from the sensors 20, 22 and 24 and con
verts them into digital signals. These signals are pro
vided to a control microprocessor 58 which includes a
program ROM 60 and a working RAM 62. The control 50
microprocessor 58 receives signals from the sensors 20,
22 and 24 via the analog-to-digital converter 56, a
switching signal from the switch 26, and programming
control signals from the operating members 28. Exem
plary programming switches are illustrated in FIG. 4; 55
however, many different control configurations could
be implemented. The manner of programming the sys
tem to provide the desired mapping between motion
and effects will be discussed subsequently.
The audio signal from the microphone 12 online 16 is
provided to an audio preamplifier 64 contained within
the electronics unit 14. The unmodified audio signal is
provided on the output line 34. In addition, the audio
output signal is provided to a digital effects controller
66 via a line 65. The effects circuitry may include vari

ous effects circuits well known in the art and may pro
vide various digital effects such as reverberation,
chorus, vibrato, tremolo and others. The audio signal

65

4.
from the microphone which has been imparted with the
desired digital effect is provided as an effected signal
out, which may be either mono or stereo (certain effects
by their nature create a stereo signal from a mono in
put).
The effects which are imparted by the digital effects
controller 66 are determined by control signals received
from the control microprocessor 58 via line 68. In the

preferred embodiment of the invention, standard MIDI
control signals are provided, although non-standardized
signals could be employed.
The primary function of the control microprocessor
58 is to receive the motion and pressure signals from the
various sensors, map them to desired degrees of desired
effects and provide appropriate effect control signals to
the digital effects controller 66 via the control line 68.
Each type of sensor has an output range. Output ranges
for the inclinometer sensors 20 and 22 are given in de
grees. Output ranges for the force sensor are given in
terms of a percentage of a pre-determined maximum
pressure (psi). The output ranges run from an absolute
minimum to an absolute maximum. In the case of the

pitch sensor, the minimum output represents zero de
grees (vertical) and the maximum output represents 180
degrees (the mouthpiece of the microphone pointing
down). With respect to the roll sensor 22, the minimum
output is -90 (counterclockwise motion) and the max
imum output is +90° (clockwise motion). With respect
to the pressure sensor 24, the minimum output is 0%
(low pressure) and the maximum output is 100% (high
pressure).
The user can set a "working” output range for each
sensor. This effectively limits the output of the sensor to
the new range, which is less than the absolute range.
For example, the user can define the working range of
the pitch sensor to be from a minimum of 45 to a maxi
mum of 135. When the working range for each sensor
is set, the sensor will only produce a musical effect
when it is outputting a value within its working range.
By this control, the user can effectively set a slack zone
of motion in which effects will not be imparted, thereby
avoiding inadvertent addition of effects. In addition, the
'working' range allows the singer to produce a maxi
mum control signal in response to a small amount of
movement. Thus, small movements can have a big ef
fect.

As discussed above, the musical effects which can be
controlled by the sensor outputs are quite varied. The
user selects what type of musical effect is to be imparted
by means of programming via the operating members
28. For each musical effect which the user wishes to

control, a mapping of sensor range to musical effect
range must be made. The musical effect range limits the
output of the musical effect to within a maximum and
minimum value. In the following examples, it is as
sumed that MIDI is being employed to control the
musical effect. The first step in selecting a mapping is to
select which sensor is to be used, and to limit the sensor
to a working range. For example, the pitch sensor 20
may be first selected and its operation limited to a mini
mum of 90' and a maximum of 135, i.e., no effect will
be imparted until the microphone is tilted 90 from
vertical and the effects will only be imparted within the
range in which the microphone is tilted between 90 and
135°.
After the working range of the sensor has been
chosen, the desired musical effect to be controlled by
the sensor is selected. The processor 58 may present
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these choices as words to the display 30, or as specific
MIDI command types. In the present example, it is
assumed that MIDI command types are the choices and
the mapping choice for the pitch sensor is control of
MIDI volume, i.e., the volume of the signal from the 5
microphone will be controlled dependent on the angle
of the pitch sensor 20.
After the mapping between sensor and musical effect
is chosen, the range of output values of the controlled
musical effect is selected. For MIDI implementations, O
the range is generally from a minimum of Zero to a
maximum of 127. In the present example, it is desired
that the pitch sensor 20 be employed to control the
volume in the range of 100 to 127. Thus, the overall
mapping function is summarized as shown in Table I. 15
TABLE
Sensor Type:
Sensor Range:
Effect Type:
Effect Range:

Pitch
90-135
MDIVolume
100-127

20

The mapping algorithm. which converts an input
value from a sensor to an output value representative of
control of a particular effect will now be described. The 25
description is given in pseudo-code. Pseudo-code is a
way to represent computer implementations of algo
rithms without having to follow the normally stringent
syntactic requirements of computer language compil
sers. First, the variables which must exist before the 30
algorithm can be run are defined:

X = Sensor Output Value
InputMin = Sensor Working Range Minimum Value
InputMax = Sensor Working Range Maximum Value
OutputMin = Musical Effect Output Minimum Value
OutoutMax = Musical Effect Output Maximum Value
The algorithm includes the following steps:
Step 1: Clip the Sensor Output Value to within the Working
Range.
if (X < InputMin) then X = InputMin;
if (X > InputMax) then X = InputMax;
Step 2: Compute the relative position of X within the
Working Range. This can be thought of as a
percentage, and is a value between zero and one,
computed by dividing X by the Working Range.
InputRange = InputMax - inputMin;
Inputpercentage = (X - InputMin)/InputRange;
: Compute the Output range.
OutputRange = OutputMax - OutputMin;
Step 4: Compute the Output Value, which is the value within
the output range which is represented by the
Inputpercentage.
OutputValue = OutputMin -- (Inputpercentage *
OutputRange);

35
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duce a type of chorus, or doubling, effect. The sensor
ranges can also overlap, such that for some sensor val
ues, more than one musical effect is being controlled.
The only theoretical limit to how many musical effects
can be used at once is the limit on throughput of the
electronic control circuitry. Of course, in practice, it is
hard for performers to control more than a handful of
effects at the same time.

The present invention is not limited to the imparting

of effects to the audio signal from the microphone.
Alternatively, the effect control signals can be provided

via an outputline (in the preferred embodiment a MIDI

out line 38) to control an accompaniment instrument
such as an electronic musical instrument 72 or an auto

matic performance piano which has MIDI capability.
The instrument 72 would be employed to provide ac
companiment to the performer who is using the micro
phone, and the performer can advantageously control
various parameters of the accompaniment such as vol
ume and tempo in accordance with motion of the mi
crophone and pressure applied to the pressure sensor. It
is also possible to control both an external instrument
and the internal digital effects controller 66 to impart
desired effects to the performer's voice in addition to
controlling the external instrument.
Although FIG. 4 illustrates a digital effects controller
which is internal to the control circuitry 14, the system
can be configured so as to not include such a controller
and rather to simply provide effects control signals to
an external effects device or mixing device. The audio
signal from the microphone would also be provided to
the external effects device to have the desired effects
imparted to it.
Various different types of sensors can be employed
with the present invention. With respect to the pressure
sensor 24, the preferred type of sensor is a force sensi
tive resistor (FSR) which provides an output voltage
proportional to the amount of pressure applied to the
resistor. With respect to the inclinometers, several types
of sensors can be successfully employed. The micro
phone system relies upon knowing the angle of tilt of
the microphone in two different orthogonal planes,
previously referred to as pitch and roll. In one embodi
ment, the pitch and roll sensors 20 and 22 which are
employed are magnetic wave location sensors which

detect three different magnetic wavefrequencies broad

50

This OutputValue is the final result of the mapping
algorithm. In the present example, it would correspond
to the mapping of some number between 90 and 135 to 55
some number between 100 and 127. As an example, if
the pitch sensor 20 were sending an output value of 110
degrees, then the control microprocessor 58 would send
a MIDI volume message to the effect circuit with a
value of 112.
By defining different mappings, more than one type
of musical effect can be in operation at the same time.
For example, when using MIDI as the control lan
guage, the same sensor type can be mapped onto differ
ent musical effect types with different ranges. Thus,
when the sensor detects a roll value between -90 and
0', it can produce a type of vibrato effect, but when it
detects a roll value of between 0 and 90, it can pro

cast by a separate source antenna. The pitch and roll
signals are provided based upon the detected magnetic
signals. Such sensors provide accurate orientation sig
nals; however, they are expensive and the magnetic
signals employed can cause audible interference with
sensitive audio amplifiers and effects units. The sensors

also have a somewhat limited range (in distance from
the source antenna).
A second type of inclinometer employs a capacitive

based sensor which provides output signals directly
proportional to the relative tilt of two axes at right
angles to each other. Such sensors have a relatively
slow settling time. Since most motions made with the
microphone will be slow, this type of sensor will nor
mally provide acceptable performance. However, it
may produce unpredictable results when moved too
quickly.
Yet another type of sensor employs an electrolytic
fluid to provide tilt measurement. This type of sensor is
commonly used in airplane and missile guidance sys
tems. Sensors of this type are typically very small and

5,422,956

7
accurate, but may also have some problems of slow
settling time.
The above types of sensors are exemplary only and
various types of sensors could be employed with the
present invention to provide the necessary inclination
signals employed to control various musical effects.

plural output signals from the sensors and generates a
control different parameters with respect to one or
corresponding plurality of parameter control signals to

Various modifications can be made to the invention

without departing from the scope of the invention. For
example, although the microphone is illustrated as being
coupled to the electronics unit via wire connections, a O
wireless microphone could be employed, in which both
the audio signal and the sensor signals are transmitted
via radio signals. In addition, the control circuitry may
be provided with a power source in order to provide
power to certain types of microphones, such as con 15
denser microphones.
The present invention thus provides the ability to
greatly enhance the expression capability of a performer
using a microphone. Natural movements of the micro
phone by the performer can be used to control the 20
selection of various effects to be imparted and the de
gree of effects to be imparted, either to the audio signal
from the microphone and/or to an accompaniment
instrument.
What is claimed is:

8

is configured to respond to a different type of motion of
the microphone body and provide a separate sensor
output signal, wherein the control means receives the

25

1. A sound parameter controller for use with a micro
phone, comprising:
a motion sensor coupled to the body of a microphone

more effects to be imparted to said audio signal.
8. A parameter controller as in claim 7 further includ
ing a pressure sensor coupled to the body of the micro
phone and providing an output signal responsive to
grasping pressure of the performer when holding the
microphone, wherein the control means also receives
the pressure sensor output signal and generates an addi
tional parameter control signal in response thereto,
thereby to enable an additional effect to be imparted to
the audio signal.
9. A parameter controller as in claim 1 further includ
ing a pressure sensor coupled to the body of the micro
phone and providing an output signal responsive to
grasping pressure of the performer when holding the
microphone, wherein the control means also receives
the pressure sensor output signal and generates an addi
tional parameter control signal in response thereto,

thereby to enable an additional effect to be imparted to
the audio signal.
10. A parameter controller as in claim 7 wherein said
different types of motion of the microphone body to
which the motion sensors respond include a change in

and moved in conjunction with the microphone pitch with respect to a grasping axis of the body and roll
body for detecting the spatial angular orientation 30 motion of the body about the grasping axis.
11. A parameter controller as in claim 1 including
of the microphone, said sensor providing a sensor
output signal in response to movement of the mi switch means for providing a signal to the control

crophone body by a performer; and

control means for receiving the sensor output signal
and generating a parameter control signal in re 35
sponse thereto, wherein said parameter control
signal controls a parameter of an effect to be im
parted on an audio signal, whereby the effect can
be controlled by the performer in a desired fashion
40
by moving the microphone.
2. A parameter controller as in claim 1 wherein said
audio signal is transduced from a sound received by the
microphone, further including means for providing the
control signal to an effect imparting device which re
ceives the audio signal, so as to control the effect im 45
parted to the audio signal provided from the micro
phone.
3. A parameter controller as in claim 2 further includ
ing said effect imparting device, contained in a common
housing with the control means, which receives the 50
audio signal from the microphone and the control signal
from the means for providing and imparts the effect to
the audio signal in accordance with the control signal.
4. A parameter controller as in claim 1 wherein the
microphone provides an audio signal distinct from the 55
audio signal to which the effect is imparted and wherein
the controller includes output means for providing the
control signal to an external effect imparting device for
imparting the effect.
5. A parameter controller as in claim 1 further includ 60
ing hand-held support means for detachably supporting
a microphone, wherein the motion sensor is secured to
the support means.
6. A parameter controller as in claim 5 wherein the
support means includes a generally cylindrical hollow 65
collar into which the body of a microphone is inserted.
7. A parameter controller as in claim 1 including at
least one additional motion sensor, wherein each sensor

means to cause the parameter control signal to be held
at its current value despite any change in the sensor
output signal.
12. A parameter controller as in claim 1 wherein the
sensor output signal is an analog signal and wherein the
control means includes an analog-to-digital converter
for converting the sensor output signal to a digital signal
and digital processing means for generating a digital
parameter control signal in response to the sensor out
put signal.
13. A parameter controller as in claim 1 wherein the
motion sensor is positioned to provide an output signal
indicating a continuous change in pitch of the body of
the microphone with respect to a grasping axis of the
body.

14. A parameter controller as in claim 1 wherein the
motion sensor is positioned to provide an output signal
indicating a roll motion of the body of the microphone
about a grasping axis of the body.
15. A parameter controller as in claim 1 wherein the
motion sensor is comprised of an inclinometer for sens
ing the relative orientation of the microphone body
with respect to a reference orientation.
16. A microphone system comprising:
a microphone providing an audio output signal and
having a body and a grasping axis;
a first motion sensor coupled to the body to move in
conjunction therewith for detecting the spatial
angular orientation of the microphone, said sensor
providing a first varying sensor output signal in
response to movement of the microphone body by
a performer who grasps the body about the grasp

ing axis;
control means for receiving the first sensor output

signal and generating a first parameter control
signal in response thereto; and
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control signal and imparting an effect to the audio

signal in accordance with the first parameter con
trol signal.
17. A microphone system as in claim 16 wherein the
effect imparting means imparts a vibrato effect to the
audio signal.
18. A microphone system as in claim 16 wherein the
effect imparting means imparts a reverberation effect to
the audio signal.
19. A microphone system as in claim 16 wherein the
effect imparting means imparts a chorus effect to the
audio signal.

ing axis;

O
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20. A microphone system as in claim 16 wherein the
effect imparting means imparts a volume control to the

audio signal.
21. A microphone system as in claim 16 further in
cluding a second motion sensor coupled to the body to
move in conjunction therewith, said second sensor pro

control means for receiving the first sensor output
signal and generating a parameter control signal in
response thereto; and
an accompaniment musical instrument for receiving
the parameter control signal, wherein a parameter
of an effect to be imparted on an audio signal of the
accompaniment musical instrument is controlled in
response to the parameter control signal.
25. A microphone system as in claim 24 wherein the
controlled parameter of the accompaniment musical
instrument is volume.

26. A microphone system as in claim 24 wherein the

viding a second varying sensor output signal in response
to a different type of movement of the microphone

body, wherein the control means receives the second

10

a microphone providing an audio output signal and
having a body and a grasping axis;
a first motion sensor coupled to the body to move in
conjunction therewith for detecting the spatial
angular orientation of the microphone, said sensor
providing a first varying sensor output signal in
response to movement of the microphone body by
a performer who grasps the body about the grasp

effect imparting means for receiving the audio output
signal from the microphone and the first parameter

25

controlled parameter of the accompaniment musical
instrument is tempo.
27. A sound parameter controller for use with a mi
crophone, comprising:
at least two motion sensors coupled to the body of a
microphone and moved in conjunction with the
microphone body for detecting to spatial angular
orientation of the microphone, said sensors provid
ing variable sensor output signals in response to
movement of the microphone body by a performer

sensor output signal and generates a second parameter
control signal in response thereto, and wherein the
effect imparting means imparts at least one effect to the
audio signal in accordance with the first and second
30
parameter control signals.
22. A microphone system as in claim 21 wherein the
in any direction; and
first and second parameter control signals relate to dif
control means for receiving the sensor output signals
ferent parameters of a single effect to be imparted to the
and generating parameter control signals in re
audio signal.
35
sponse thereto, wherein said parameter control
23. A microphone system as in claim 21 wherein the
signals individually control a parameter of an effect
first and second parameter control signals relate to pa
to be imparted on an audio signal, whereby the
rameters of two different effects to be imparted to the
effect can be controlled by the performer in a de
audio signal.
sired fashion by3 moving
thex microphone.
:
3
:
24. A microphone system comprising:
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